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Big Idea

Genghis Khan builds an empire 

Essential Question

How did the Mongols gain and maintain power?
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Words To Know

Isolation – to be alone

Hinder – to prevent

Religious toleration – allowing people to think or practice 

other religions and beliefs. 

Let’s Set The Stage…

Around 1205 A.D., a tribal leader emerged in Mongolia that would change the fate 
of the people for centuries. This man’s name was Temujin. Temujin worked to unite 
the many different tribes in Mongolia under a single government. After successfully 
bringing the Mongolians together, he established written laws known as the yasa. 
The yasa guided the actions of Mongolians throughout the whole of their empire. 
Temujin also established a powerful military, and made sure that they had the best 
weapons and training of any army on Earth at the time. As a result of his successes, 
his people began to refer to Temujin as the Khan, or king. He became known as the 
Genghis Khan.



3/3/2020

3

Genghis Khan
Genghis Khan was not satisfied to rule only his fellow 
Mongolians. 
Under his leadership the armies of Mongolia first conquered the 
other steppe nomads. 

After each victory, the people he conquered paid the Mongols 
tributes, making them wealthy. 
They also provided thousands of soldiers to fight in the 
Mongolian armies.
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Genghis Khan imposed strict military discipline (behavior) and 
demanded absolute loyalty. 
His highly trained, mobile armies had some of the most skilled 
horsemen in the world. 

Genghis Khan had a reputation for fierceness. 
He could order the massacre of an entire city or he could be 
generous, rewarding the bravery of a single fighter.
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Mongol armies conquered the Asian steppe lands with some ease, 
but as they turned on China, they encountered the problem of 
attacking walled cities. 

The Mongols knew how to use cannons and other new weapons.
The Mongols and Chinese launched missiles at each other from 
metal tubes filled with gunpowder. 
This use of cannons in warfare would soon spread westward to 
Europe.



3/3/2020

6

Genghis Khan did not live long enough to see the conquest of 
China in 1279. 
His heirs (children & grandchildren) continued to expand the 
Mongol empire, dominating much of Asia. 

It is important to note that Genghis Khan ruled the lands he 
conquered with toleration and justice.
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The Mongol Empire 
under Genghis Khan 
started with small-scale 
raids between 1205 and 
1207.

Genghis Khan’s empire at 
the time of his death.
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Essential Question Answered

Genghis Khan's armies consisted of lightly armored warriors with 
bow and arrows. Often outnumbered, Genghis Khan continued to 
be victorious.

A combination of training, tactics, discipline, intelligence and 
constantly adapting new tactics gave the Mongol army its edge 
against the slower, heavier armies of the times. 

How did the Mongols gain and maintain power?

Essential Question Answered

The Mongols lost very few battles, and they usually returned to 
fight again another day, winning the second time around.

What European and Middle Eastern armies saw as weaknesses were 
actually strengths in the Mongol army: their much smaller horses 
were quicker than the heavy horses of their enemies. The light 
compound bow used by the Mongols also had great range and 
power, the arrows could penetrate plate armor at a close distance.

How did the Mongols gain and maintain power?


